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Repair unit vulcanizing cement has two primary functions.  First, it contains chemical 
accelerators that bond the repair to the tire.  Second, when dry, it leaves a tacky surface 
which holds the repair in place until vulcanization occurs.

Drying times on cements vary due to a multitude of conditions in a workshop environment.  
Here are a few reminders that should be considered to achieve maximum bonding results.

High dew points and high humidity slows the solvent evaporation time, lengthening the • 
drying time of cements.  Seasonal weather changes affect this in cycles that can be day-
to-day or weeks at a time.  High dew points and high humidity will require longer drying 
times.

A thin, complete, application of cement is required to achieve bond.  Thick application • 
of cement should be avoided as this only lengthens drying times.  Repair units do not 
measure the amount of cement, but they do demand full coverage to be successful.

Because tire repair units are installed inside the tire cavity, the evaporating solvents • 
are partially contained by the tire sidewalls and dry at a slower rate than non-contained 
cement applications such as tread surface spots or tube repair products.  The cemented 
area should be postioned between the 10 & 2 o’clock positions, as shown in fi g. 1.
This allows for the solvents to fall away from the cemented surface and accelerate the 
drying process.

Do not force dry cements with blowing air from high velocity fans, pneumatic blow guns • 
or heat guns.

Before repair unit installation, check the cemented surface with • 
a clean knuckle in an area beyond where the repair unit will be 
placed, for dryness and tack.
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